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Etruscan terracotta statues
The metropolitan museum is a museum located in New York City that has been carrying research on ancient Roman and Greek antiquities. In 1915, 1916, and 1921, the museum acquired three Etruscan worrier statures, which were recommended by former purchasing agent John Marshall. Marshall sent a later to Gisela Richter, who was a renowned researcher on Roman and Greek antiquities. The first statue, "old worrier," was discovered in an Italian field and was acquired by the metropolitan museum in 1915. The discovery of this worrier's head signaled greater treasure could be found.
Later examination of the three statues revealed that the statues were a forgery of the real ancient Etruscan terracotta statues. The statues acquired by the metropolitan museum were created by Alfredo Fioravanti, who was helping Riccardo Riccardi, a young skillful and genius man. The first statue was broken into 24 pieces as it could not fit in the kiln. After selling this stature to the museum, they commenced the second one, which they sold it to metropolitan in 1916. The third was started immediately after they sold the second state, and it was composed of 178 pieces. The statues were displayed for exhibition in 1933 and were published after four years.
The statues raised problems and critics from different people like Massimo Pallottino, who condemned the statues as forgeries of the roman arts in 1937 and repeated the same comments in 1954. This created suspicions about their originality, and numerous inquiries have been made about them. Recently, joseph V. Noble, the operating administrator, applied the knowledge he had acquired on attic vase painting to prove that the statues were created in the modern era. This was confirmed by Alfredo Fioravanti when he signed a sworn statement and claimed his participation in the creation of the statues on January 5th, 1961.
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